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But the youth who had involved his friends in a
demonstration so unusual in that society, was not
himself a revolutionary. This unexpected gesture was
born of literary reminiscence; it was hardly a con-
sidered act of political protest. The social atmosphere
from which he came was neither so saturated with
good living, nor so austere, as to arouse him against
the existing order or stir him to proletarian revolt.

Gustav Stresemann often quoted Napoleon's dic-
tum : " I am certain that the middle ranks of life
are much happier than the so-called upper classes."
As the youngest son of a publican in the Kopen-
ickerstrasse he was destined for an academic
career which seemed to that excellent citizen, his
father, who had raised himself to a position of some
prosperity, the highest ideal, the very symbol of social
advancement,

On the one hand he was lonely and little considered
by his companions and masters, so that he was able to
devote himself entirely to his studies, and live in the
dream-world that bis books conjured up in his mind ;
on the other, he was possessed by such affection and
admiration for his mother that his loneliness was not
too great a burden on his sensitive youth. He was
not on easy terms with his father, who was absorbed in
his business and in making provision for his family,
and was accustomed to atone for occasional harshness
to his son, whom he regarded with secret pride, by
lavish gifts of pocket-money for books and amuse-
ments. The difference in age separated him from his
brothers and sisters; and thek relations were made
still more difficult'by thek slight envy of his attain-
ments, and more especially by the mother's prefer-